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Site: Rl GR Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

The RRo Gande WIld and Scenic River (RIGR) is a recreation oriented park containing
196-m |l es of the Rio Grande which is available for river running and recreational use
i ncl udi ng spectacul ar deep and renote canyons, white water rapids, hot springs,
abundant wildlife, hiking, canping, and a true wild experience during river trips

| asting a possible 1-10+ days. RIGR overlaps with Big Bend National Park with the west
69-mles of RGR within Big Bend' s boundary.

A great attraction for many visitors is the wildness and renoteness of the river, which
as with Big Bend, is many miles fromany town. This renpteness places an extra burden
on the park to provide adequate visitor services, river patrols, resource nanagemnent
needs and visitor infornmation.

The Centennial vision for the park and its partners is to devel op our resource
nmanagenent ability to restore the river and its associ ated habitats. Resource
management needs are the ecol ogical restoration of the Rio Gande through renoval of
exotic plant species and restoring natural sedinment transport.

The RI GR has a nunber of supporters including energized partners such as the Wrld
Wldlife Fund, the Rio Gande Institute, non governmental organizations. Hundreds of
park volunteers are already hard at work but acconplishnents woul d grow exponentially
wi th Centennial support.

Par k managenment and its partners stand ready, willing and able for opportunities of the
Cent enni al Chal | enge.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
WiliamE Vvellman




Site: RIGR STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The managenent team of the Rio Gande WIld and Scenic River will engage its
partners to provide a big picture, inspiring visitor experience: a first tine
auditorium (|l ocated at Panther Junction within Big Bend National Park) with a
park filmto highlight and provide safe and better inforned visits. Once
conpl eted the filmwould also be offered at Persi mon Gap Visitor Center
which is the designated RIGR visitor center within Big Bend.

Addi tionally, restoration of the Rio Grande's banks will allow safer, nore
enj oyabl e river use through greater beach and shoreline access for scouting
rapi ds, canpi ng and boat |andings by renoval of the exotic plant species
whi ch now choke the riverbank.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: RG®R ENVI RONVENT

Engage partners, conmunities, and visitors in shared environnmental stewardship.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The managenent team of the Rio Grande WIld and Scenic R ver proposes to
engage our conmunities and partners through a conbined effort to restore the
Ri 0 Grande by renpbvi ng exotic species, re-establishing native plant
conmunities and restoring natural sedinent transport. This effort will not
only be a hands-on restoration project, but a long termvisitor education
effort through park filns, exhibits and interpretive progranm ng designed to
reach park visitors, partners and communities regarding this story and its
processes.

The benefits of Rio Grande restoration efforts will also go far beyond the
park's borders benefiting the many | andowners downstream of the park through
greater flows and i nproved water quality as a result of this project.

| | The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site:

Rl GR RECREATI ON

Establ i sh “vol un-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

Site:

I ncrease annual vol unteer hours by 100 percent, from5.2 mllion hours to
10.4 nillion hours.

The managenent team of the Rio Gande WIld and Scenic R ver proposes to
engage our conmunities, partners and many vol unteers for a conbined effort to
restore the Rio Grande by renoving exotic species, re-establishing native

pl ant communities and restoring natural sedinent transport. This vol unteer
part of the restoration effort wll be a hands-on restoration project to
renove exotic plant species and replant with native vegetation.

The benefits of Rio Grande restoration efforts will also go far beyond the
park's borders benefiting the many | andowners downstream of the park through
greater flows and i nproved water quality as a result of this project.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Rl GR EDUCATI ON

Pronmote life-long learning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two mllion children in the Junior Ranger program

The Rio Gande WId and Scenic River is a 196-nmle long resource that is a

di verse, recreation oriented part of the national park system and which
currently is without an auditoriumor park film This sane need is identified
for Big Bend National Park which adninisters the RIGR This is a need
identified in the 2004 GWw for Big Bend National Park. This facility will be
used to educate and excite park visitors to the wonders of both parks, to
provide for safe and well oriented visits and to provide know edge of the
nunerous recreational and educational activities available in both parks

This service, a park film has been shown by research to be one the nost
ef fective means of reaching visitors and is one that visitors expect and
request when entering the parks.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

Rl GR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Pronbte a safety and health culture for all enployees and visitors.

Site:

Reduce the nunber of enployee lost-tinme incidents and serious visitor
injuries by 20 percent.

The RRo Gande Wld and Scenic River is a truly wild and diverse nationa

park having a renote terrain along the 196-nile stretch of river. Effective
orientation and safety information is essential to a safe enjoyable visit.
Unl i ke nost NPS areas, neither the RIGR nor Big Bend has an auditoriumor a
park filmto provide basic information for our visitors. The addition of
these facilities will be a significant step in reducing visitor accidents and
injuries since a park filmhas been shown by research to be one the nost

ef fective nmeans of reaching visitors and is a service that visitors expect
and request when entering the parks.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Rl GR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Mbdel what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The Rio Gande WId and Scenic R ver has a nunber of very active and very

i nvol ved partners who give to the park in many forns including vol unteer
time, nonetary hel p and advocacy of its needs. These partners include the
Friends of Big Bend National Park, a nunber of non governnental organizations
such as the Wrld WIldlife Fund and many i ndi vi dual s and groups.

The Friends of Big Bend are ready and willing to be nodel partners and are
able to raise funds for a new auditoriumand filmfor Big Bend - facilities
whi ch the park badly needs.

The World Wildlife Fund and the Rio Grande Institute are working in
partnership to restore the Ro Grande by renovi ng exotic plants and

repl anti ng native vegetation.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S




